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Cover image: Pictured is a colony of the coral Paramuricea biscaya with attached brittle
stars at a site 13 km from the Macondo wellhead in October 2011. The brown hydroid
growth on the normally gold-colored coral is not found on healthy colonies. Charles R.
Fisher et al. found that the patchy hydroid growth is diagnostic of damage to the corals
from the 2010 Deepwater Horizon spill. The authors documented evidence of impacts up to
22 km from the wellhead and at depths up to 1,950 m, extending the known range of spill
impacts on coral communities. See the article by Fisher et al. on pages 11744-11749. Image
courtesy of Charles R. Fisher.
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